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strong plea for adopting justice and not ex-
pediency as the basis of legislation and
the administration of justice. Illustrating
his case by a reference to the famous
story of Cyrus as judge of the children's
court wherein he was scolded for interchanging
the coats of two boys according, not to their
ownership, but to their fitness to body, that is
to say, for basing his judgment on expediency
and not on justice, Wedgwood observed: " If
we had a little more justice in India, and a
little less fitting coats in the name of expediency,
it would be good to the British name in future
and in the long run it would lead to happier
relations between this country and India. The
Rowlatt Bills are not only against law, but
they are against the people."
ii
The passing of the Rowlatt Laws, in the
teeth of the unanimous opposition of the Non-
official Members of the Indian Legislative
Council of all shades of opinion and of the
country at large, stirred feelings in the country
to its profoundest depths. People began to
question the fundamental bases on which